


Greetings, Brothers and Sisters of Local 308, 

Since our last newsletter, there have been a lot of 

changes, but one thing hasnôt changedðweôre still 

here, still pushing, and still committed to progress. 

Legislative Update 

On May 31, Senate Bill 1938 passed the Senate in 

the early hours of the morning. Unfortunately, it did 

not make it to the House in time before the session 

ended. While this was a setback, it will not stop me 

from fighting for the funding our workers deserve. I will 

continue this fight during the October Veto Session in 

Springfield, advocating loudly for substantial transit 

funding, a designated police force, and meaningful 

reforms. 

Festival & Scholarship Celebration 

We held our annual family cookout and 

scholarship outing, and based on your    

feedback, it was a tremendous success.  

Everyone had a great time, and we proudly 

recognized eight outstanding scholars: Shaylynn 

Cain, Joshua Rivera, Gavin Donald, Noe Miranda, 

Majin Gibson, Alexander Mercado, Olivia Bailey, and 

Lailah Davis. Our local was able to assist these      

students with a combined total of $9,500 for their  

continuous education. Congratulations to each of you, 

your achievements remind us that Education is    

Power. 

ATU International Convention 

I had the honor of representing Local 308 at the 61st 

ATU International Convention. I served on the Laws 

Committee, where I had the opportunity to help shape 

changes to the International Constitution and present 

them to the full delegation. Local 308 was also  

awarded the 2024ï2025 International President     

Political Activist Awardða proud moment for all of us. 

The convention was filled with powerful speakers and 

meaningful connections with unions across the U.S. 

and Canada. Together, we are stronger. When one 

wins, we all win. 

Safety 

I want to speak directly about the issue of safety. 

Weôve seen unacceptable assaults against our  

members in the field. One assault is one too many. I 

am deeply disturbed by these incidents and want you 

to know I will not tolerate this, nor will I stand by in 

silence. I am committed to fighting for protection and 

real solutionsðbut I need your help. We must stand 

together in Solidarity. 

In unity and strength, 
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I had the opportunity to attend the ATU 

61st. International Convention in New 

York City, August 2025. I was able to 

serve on a committee and part of an     

advisory board for the convention. Being 

on the International Secretary-Treasurer 

Report Committee gave me the             

experience of explaining and approving 

the auditor report for the International. 

It was a wonderful experience to see   

leadership elections; Marcellus Barnes 

being re-elected to first International    

Vice-President along with others. And, 

Both Presidents of Chicago, Illinois, ATU 

Local 308 Pennie McCoach, along with 

ATU Local 241 Keith Hill were nominated 

and elected as Delegates to the AFL-CIO. 

President John Costa emphasize and 

spoke on solidarity and perseverance 

which gave highlight to the theme ñOur 

Voice, Our Power and Solidarityò.  Terry 

Melvin was very motivated with his words.  

ñThis is not a political party, how we as 

workers are going to survive. We need to 

organizeò. Other leaders presented      

solidarity, diversity and equality as well. 

Below pictured from left to right are the past 

and current Financial Secretary-Treasurer of 

ATU Local 308 at the Convention. 

Report from the 61st. International Convention 



 

 

I have been an elected official of Local 308 since 2004.I have gone through     

difficulties, highs and lows, tragedies, and triumphs. Through it all I am proud that 

our union has been a major part of my growth as an individual. I would like to  

officially inform my ATU 308 family that 2026 will be my last year as an officer. 

There are many people that have been with me and that have been instrumental 

in my journey, I plan to celebrate and thank them at a proper time. 

 I have vowed to pour into our young officials and mentor them for the past four years. This has     

become essential to transfer the knowledge and information I have obtained in the last 21 years. I am proud 

of the next generation of Local 308 leaders. They are hardworking, dedicated individuals that are eager to 

learn. 

 President McCoach has led this administration with a steady yet firm hand. She has not blinked in 

the face of adversity and individuals attacking her since her very first Board meeting as President. Under her 

leadership Local 308 has received the largest contractual raise in recent memory, she has spearheaded the 

movement downstate to save transportation from the fiscal cliff. With her direction and the demanding work 

of Secretary Treasurer Cleveland Atkins our general fund is approaching one million dollars. We have not 

had that much in the general fund for over 13 years. Our Second Vice President James Battle is one of the 

hardest working individuals. He has been a sponge that asks many questions and is an adaptive learner. I 

am proud to be a co-chairperson with Mr. Battle over the grievance department. His hard work has helped 

keep assessments of the membership away. He has completely taken over discharges, step II meetings 

with labor relations where he argues cases against CTA lawyers.  

  We have several young officers that have started showing leadership and skills to elevate and     

become strong future leaders. Cassie Collins and Jawauna Hurdle are two individuals I am excited for their 

future. 

  I will close by saying our union is safe with these individuals and the future is bright. 

forward, always remembering that our    
greatest strength lies not only in our unity, but 
also in our well-being.  

 

Never forget, health is wealth. Let us take 
care of ourselves and one another as we  
continue building a stronger, healthier future.  

 

In solidarity, 

James Battle 

2nd Vice President 

Local 308 

As the 2nd Vice 
President of ATU 
Local 308, I want to 
take a moment to 
sincerely thank each 
of you for your     
unwavering  support 

and solidarity. Together, we have faced 
challenges that tested our patience, 
strength, and unity-but we never wavered. 
Through dedication and determination, we 
have overcome obstacles that once 
seemed insurmountable, proving again that 
when we stand together, there is nothing 
we cannot achieve.  

 
Your Trust, resilience, and commitment to 
our shared vision continue to inspire me 
every day. Let us carry this momentum 
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From the Desk of the 

Assistant 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fellow Union Members, 

At this yearôs Convention, 

I was able to sit on the 

rules committee. This 

committee set the tone for 

conventions as far as what can and can not be done.  

To have a 308 members voice at the table was nice to 

be apart of history.  As we move into the new season, 

Iôm excited to share some of the great things happening 

in our union.  Itôs been a busy few months, and I want to 

thank each of you for all your support. 

Financial Health Update ð Iôm pleased to report that 

our unionôs finances remain strong. We have             

successfully increased our membership, which  

strengthens our bargaining power. Itôs vital that we keep 

this momentum going, as every new member adds to 

our collective voice and enables resources, we all could 

benefit from. Remember, membership dues help with 

our ability to serve you effectively.  

Increased COPE Contributions ð Thanks to your  

dedication, weôve also increased our Committee on   

Political Education (COPE) contributions. This is  crucial 

for   supporting policies and candidates that advocate for 

workersô rights and public transit    funding. Together, we 

are making a difference    beyond our local. 

Get Involved ð If youôre interested in getting more   

involved, please reach out to me directly. Your          

involvement helps us build a stronger, more connected 

union and it makes a difference!   Whether itôs attending 

meetings, joining committees and caucuses or even  

volunteering, it all matters.  

Member Engagement and Growth ð The heart of our 

union is the commitment and dedication of our        

members. We recognize that each one of you plays a 

crucial role in the success of our local union. If you know 

anyone who is not yet a member, please encourage 

them to join us. Being part of our union means more 

than just collective bargaining; itôs a support network 

also thatôs available to you when needed. Take full    

advantage of it all. Together, we can create a stronger 

and more united transit workforce that advocates for our 

rights and the well-being of our members. I encourage 

you to stay engaged, participate in events, and reach 

out with any questions or ideas you may have. 

                Tabitha West 
 

Hello to my Sisters and Brothers of ATU Local 308 
 
I am so grateful for being able to attend the ATU 

61st. International Convention in New York City as a         

delegate for the first of many.  I found it to be very     

informative, and realized that not only in Illinois but 

all around the  United States and Canada are the       

unwarranted attacks happening.  If we all come    

together in solidarity, weôll find out that itôs not just a 

strategy but a way we can all live and thrive, itôs a 

collaborative effort. 

  

I love how President Costa involves himself with all 

the unions (United States and Canada), he walked 

the picket lines with Washington, D.C., he calls   

Florida locals to discuss their fight back against  

Governor DeSantisô Union-Busting and losing check-

off, just to name a few. 

 

We had very powerful speakers, Clayola Brown, who 

served as President of the A. Philip Randolph       

Institute in Washington, D.C., Elise Bryant, who was 

elected as President of the Coalition of Labor Union 

Women (CLUW), and in the words of our ATU       

International President John Costa, if you want to get 

shit done, get a women, and thatôs exactly what   

Chicago, Illinois did by electing the second black 

woman President and Business Agent, Pennie 

McCoach to our union, and she was also elected 

seventh Delegate to the AFL-CIO. 

 
In closing Our VoiceðOur Power 
 

 Tabitha West 
Chief Clerk 

 
 

CASSIE COLLINS 
Email: ast@atu308.org 




